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M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Robert Miller 
Turner Construction 

From: Zack Dennis 
ATS Consulting 

Date: May 1, 2009 

Subject: Monthly Noise Report for Culver Crest Noise Monitors, April 2009 

 

This memorandum presents the results of the noise monitoring in the Culver Crest neighborhood near the 

West Los Angeles College (WLAC) campus.  There are three monitors positioned between Stocker Street 

and the Culver Crest neighborhood to monitor noise from construction activities on the WLAC campus.  

Each monitor is an independent station consisting of a microphone, sound level meter, cell phone modem, 

and assorted ancillary equipment.  The locations of the monitors are shown in Appendix A.   

Monitor 3:   The noise levels in April were similar to typical noise levels at Monitor 3 for the majority of 

the days during the month.  Peaks were observed on April 1, 8 15, 22, and 29 that are normally associated 

with Wednesday garbage collection.  Additional peaks on April 2, 9, and 16 are consistent with Thursday 

landscaping at the property ï though it worth noting that the noise levels on April 9 were much higher and 

sustained longer than is typical.  A peak was also observed at 6 a.m. on April 25, caused by a very brief 

(<20 sec) burst of noise that reached 84 dBA.  It is not clear what caused this peak, but given its brevity it 

is unlikely to be related to construction activities at WLAC. 

Monitor 4:  Modem communication with Monitor 4 was disabled until April 9and the memory of the 

device was exceeded for the first part of the month, leading to a loss of data for the first week.  The data 

for the remainder of the month was very consistent, but slightly higher than has been observed in previous 

months.  The hourly Leq exceeded 60 dBA on April 21, when a noise level of 61 dBA was observed at 3 

p.m.  It was noted during the beginning of the month that the skimmer drain in the nearby swimming pool 

was sucking air; it is possible that the higher noise levels were caused by this action and the drain has 

since been repaired. 

Monitor 5:  The noise levels at Monitor 5 were extremely consistent during the month.  The hourly Leq 

did not exceed 60 dBA at any time during the period of measurement.  
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Table 1.  Summary of Monthly Results, Monitor 3 

Metric  

Sound Level, dBA 

Average Maximum2 Minimum 3 
Standard 

Deviation 

Day-Night Sound Level (Ldn) 54 66 51 3.1 

Work Hours Leq1 52 70 46 5.0 

Notes: 

1.  The Work Hours Leq is the energy average between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. on Saturdays. 

2.  The maximum Ldn or daytime hourly Leq value during the month.  

3.  The minimum Ldn or daytime hourly Leq value during the month. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  Monitor 3 Hourly Leq Results 
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Table 2.  Summary of Monthly Results, Monitor 4 

Metric  

Sound Level, dBA 

Average Maximum2 Minimum 3 
Standard 

Deviation 

Day-Night Sound Level (Ldn) 55 60 53 1.5 

Work Hours Leq1 54 55 52 0.9 

Notes: 

1.  The Work Hours Leq is the energy average between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. on Saturdays. 

2.  The maximum Ldn or daytime hourly Leq value during the month.  

3.  The minimum Ldn or daytime hourly Leq value during the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2:  Monitor 4 Hourly Leq Results 
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Table 3.  Summary of Monthly Results1, Monitor 5 

Metric  

Sound Level, dBA 

Average Maximum2 Minimum 3 
Standard 

Deviation 

Day-Night Sound Level (Ldn) 55 57 53 1.0 

Work Hours Leq1 52 55 50 1.3 

Notes: 

1.  The Work Hours Leq is the energy average between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. on Saturdays. 

2.  The maximum Ldn or daytime hourly Leq value during the month.  

3.  The minimum Ldn or daytime hourly Leq value during the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3:  Monitor 5 Hourly Leq Results 
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APPENDIX A:  RESULTS FOR INDIVIDUAL MONITOR SITES 

 

  

Figure 4:  Noise Monitor Locations 
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Monitor 3 

 

 

Figure 5:  Satellite Photograph of Noise Monitor 3 

 

Monitor 3 is located in the back yard of 10621 Flaxton Street, to the south of the temporary sound wall on 

Stocker Street.  The monitor is located approximately 450 from the center of the construction site at West 

Los Angeles College.  Prior to construction activity, the primary noise sources in the area are local traffic, 

airplanes, residential activity, landscaping equipment and lawnmowers, and distant traffic noise from 

Interstate 405.   
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Table 4.  Daily Results 

Monitor 3, April  2009 

Date 
Sound Level, dBA 

Work Hours Leq Maximum1  Minimum 2 Ldn 

4/1/09 49 72 32 54 

4/2/09 53 70 33 52 

4/3/09 51 64 36 54 

4/4/09 49 65 36 53 

4/5/09 -- 60 33 51 

4/6/09 46 63 36 55 

4/7/09 50 61 38 54 

4/8/09 59 84 40 58 

4/9/09 70 89 33 66 

4/10/09 51 69 31 54 

4/11/09 50 69 31 53 

4/12/09 -- 66 30 51 

4/13/09 49 62 34 52 

4/14/09 51 72 34 52 

4/15/09 53 75 37 56 

4/16/09 60 85 36 57 

4/17/09 50 70 37 53 

4/18/09 48 62 37 55 

4/19/09 -- 68 39 55 

4/20/09 47 63 38 55 

4/21/09 49 60 37 55 

4/22/09 49 71 36 54 

4/23/09 50 66 31 52 

4/24/09 51 69 37 53 

4/25/09 50 84 37 60 

4/26/09 -- 66 34 52 

4/27/09 51 72 35 53 

4/28/09 51 69 38 53 

4/29/09 50 72 37 54 

4/30/09 53 69 41 57 

Notes: 

1.  The maximum sound level over a 5 second interval (5 second Leq) during the 24-hour period. 

2.  The minimum sound level over a 5 second interval (5 second Leq) during the 24-hour period 
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Figure 6:  Monitor 3 Ldn and Daytime Leq Results 
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Table 5.  Summary of Monthly Results, Monitor 3 

Month  Year 

Sound Level, dBA 

Work Hours 

Leq1 

Standard 

Deviation 
Ldn 

Standard 

Deviation 

Nov - Dec 2007 50 1.9 54 1.5 

January 2008 52 4.1 55 2.4 

February 2008 52 1.7 55 1.7 

March 2008 51 1.8 53 1.2 

April  2008 52 2.3 54 1.4 

May 2008 52 3.4 54 2.1 

June 2008 51 2.0 53 1.5 

July 2008 51 2.0 53 1.9 

August 2008 50 2.2 53 1.0 

September 2008 50 1.8 56 1.7 

October 2008 50 2.3 54 1.9 

November 2008 50 1.6 54 2.1 

December 2008 51 3.5 54 2.0 

January 2009 48 0.6 54 0.9 

February 2009 50 2.2 54 1.4 

March 2009 51 4.5 53 2.7 

April  2009 52 5.0 54 3.1 

Notes: 

1.  The work hours Leq is the energy average between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 

Saturdays. 
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Monitor 4 

 

 

Figure 7:  Satellite Photograph of Noise Monitor 4 

 

Monitor 4 is located in the back yard of the residence at 10769 Northgate Street.  The monitor is located 

approximately 900 from the center of the construction site at West Los Angeles College.  Prior to 

construction activity, the primary noise sources in the area are local traffic, airplanes, residential activity, 

landscaping equipment and lawnmowers, and distant traffic noise from Interstate 405.   
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Table 6.  Daily Results 

Monitor 4 , April  2009 

Date 
Sound Level, dBA 

Work Hours Leq  Maximum1  Minim um2 Ldn 

4/1/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/2/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/3/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/4/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/5/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/6/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/7/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/8/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/9/09 --3 --3 --3 --3 

4/10/09 54 68 32 55 

4/11/09 54 66 33 55 

4/12/09 -- 65 34 53 

4/13/09 53 72 37 55 

4/14/09 53 68 34 55 

4/15/09 55 72 38 57 

4/16/09 54 72 35 55 

4/17/09 53 74 37 55 

4/18/09 54 67 40 56 

4/19/09 -- 68 39 56 

4/20/09 52 70 39 56 

4/21/09 55 82 39 56 

4/22/09 54 68 36 54 

4/23/09 52 67 33 54 

4/24/09 54 70 34 55 

4/25/09 53 69 37 55 

4/26/09 -- 68 35 54 

4/27/09 54 73 34 55 

4/28/09 55 71 35 54 

4/29/09 54 76 36 55 

4/30/09 54 72 41 60 

Notes: 

1.  The maximum sound level over a 5 second interval (5 second Leq) during the 24-hour period. 

2.  The minimum sound level over a 5 second interval (5 second Leq) during the 24-hour period  

3.  The noise levels from March 1 through March 13 were not recorded due to modem communication 

issues. 
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Figure 8:  Monitor 4 Ldn and  Daytime Leq Results 
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Table 7.  Summary of Monthly Results, Monitor 4 

Month  Year 

Sound Level, dBA 

Work Hours 

Leq1 

Standard 

Deviation 
Ldn 

Standard 

Deviation 

Nov - Dec 2007 54 1.5 56 2.8 

January 2008 54 1.8 56 2.5 

February 2008 55 1.6 55 1.3 

March 2008 55 1.4 55 1.5 

April  2008 54 2.4 55 1.7 

May 2008 54 1.9 54 1.4 

June 2008 53 1.2 54 1.5 

July 2008 52 2.1 54 2.0 

August 2008 52 1.1 53 0.9 

September 2008 52 1.3 54 1.4 

October 2008 52 1.8 54 1.7 

November 2008 53 1.6 56 2.1 

December 2008 53 2.8 56 1.8 

January 2009 52 2.2 55 2.3 

February 2009 53 2.4 56 1.2 

March 2009 52 1.9 54 1.5 

April  2009 54 0.9 55 1.5 

Notes: 

1.  The work hours Leq is the energy average between 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 

Saturdays. 
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Monitor 5 

 

 

Figure 9:  Satellite Photograph of Noise Monitor 5 

 

Monitor 5 is located on the south side of Stocker Street, approximately 50 feet south of where the 

temporary noise barrier is to be erected.  The microphone is located at the top of the slope leading down 

to the backyards of the residences on Northgate Street.  Prior to construction activity, the primary noise 

source in the area is traffic noise on Stocker Street.  

 


